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A W A R D S

The Countdown is On for the 56th Annual TWLTA
Conference!
Join us November 7-8, 2025, at Montgomery Bell

Academy in Nashville for our revamped, annual

conference as we explore New Horizons in Language

Learning: Innovate, Adapt, Thrive.

The registration deadline is October 25, 2025, so

don’t wait—sign up now at TWLTA.org to secure

your spot! This is your chance to connect,

collaborate, and recharge with language educators

from across Tennessee.

Spread the word to your colleagues and join us for a

weekend filled with professional growth,

meaningful connections, and innovative teaching

strategies. We can’t wait to see you in Nashville!

Kurstin Bush

TWLTA Vice President

S U M M E R  W O R K S H O P

R E C A P

http://www.twlta.org/membershipform.html
http://www.twlta.org/membershipform.html


2025 Summer Workshop

Start Me Up! and Integrating Intrigue into Intermediate classes
(morning)  and Music Beyond the Cloze & It’s Game Time!
(afternoon) with Bethany Drew was a hit! We learned what
sentence starters can do to support ALL students in feeling
competent & confident in their speaking & writing. We then
explore versatile interactive experiences for intermediates that
are low-prep but high- engagement. And finally, we discovered
lots of ways to leverage the power of music and games to teach,
inspire, and engage students. 

S U M M E R  W O R K S H O P  
W I T H  B E T H A N Y  D R E W
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2025 Annual Conference
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Join Us at the 57th Annual TWLTA Conference!
November 7, 2025 | Hilton Garden Inn West End
November 8, 2025 | Montgomery Bell Academy

O n l y  a  f e w  d a y s  l e f t  t o  r e g i s t e r !
Register by October 25 at TWLTA.org

Spread the word—let’s learn and grow together!

R E G I S T E R  H E R E
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https://www.twlta.org/annual-conference.html


2025 Annual Conference
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K e y n o t e
E l e n a  K a m e n e t z k y ,  2 0 2 1  A C T F L  T e a c h e r  o f

t h e  Y e a r
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ELENA KAMENETZKY HAS BEEN TEACHING MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH

SCHOOL JAPANESE FOR SIXTEEN YEARS IN LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. SHE

CURRENTLY TEACHES AT FAIRDALE HIGH SCHOOL. SHE WAS THE 2019

KENTUCKY WORLD LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR, THE

2020 SCOLT TEACHER OF THE YEAR, AND THE 2021 ACTFL TEACHER OF THE

YEAR. ELENA CURRENTLY SERVES ON THE BOARD OF THE KENTUCKY

ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE LANGUAGE TEACHERS. 



2025 Annual Conference More Information!
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Our Conference Theme
"New Horizons in Language Learning: Innovate, Adapt, Thrive"

Friday Workshop Options
Teaching for Proficiency: Rethinking Language Teaching,
Donna Tatum-Johns
Let's Give them Something to Talk About: Progress and
Process for Proficiency, Theresa Todd
Designing Communicative Online WL Courses,Erika
Stevens
 Breathe New Life Into Old  Assignments Using
Instructional Technology,      Tavane Moore
New Teacher Toolkit, Jessica Sexton and Becky Peterson

This and so much more!
Saturday at Montgomery Bell Academy will be filled with

great sessions and presenters! 

REGISTER HERE

 T H E  E C H O  -  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5                                 5 / 8  

https://www.twlta.org/annual-conference.html


Awards & Scholarships
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Duke Stratton, Morristown East High School

Codou Samba, University of Tennessee

F R A N C I L L E  B E R G Q U I S T  S C H O L A R S H I P S

JOYCE WARD TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Cécile Lainé is a student-centered and equity-minded French educator

with over 17 years of experience across K–12. With extensive experience

across various educational settings—Elementary, Middle School, High

School, and Adult learners—she specializes in teaching for proficiency and

intercultural competence through storytelling, personalized instruction,

and comprehension-based strategies. 

Cécile currently works as a Middle School French teacher and World

Language Department Chair at Harpeth Hall in Nashville, Tennessee.

Beyond the classroom, she is deeply committed to supporting, mentoring,

and collaborating with fellow World Language teachers, while continuing

her own learning journey. As the author of several language-learner books

and co-author of the monthly publication, Le Petit Journal Francophone,

she provides accessible and engaging content for learners worldwide. 



Awards & Scholarships

 T H E  E C H O  -  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5                                7 / 8

JACQUELINE ELLIOTT AWARD 

Joshua Nave has built a career at the intersection of language education, student success, and

academic leadership. He currently serves as Director of Academic Affairs at the Tennessee

Higher Education Commission, where he supports academic program development and leads

statewide efforts in textbook affordability and open educational resources (OER).

From 2023 to 2025, Joshua served as Title III Project Activities Director at Southwest

Tennessee Community College. He also launched the Data Practitioner Program, a

professional development initiative designed to strengthen data-informed decision-making

among faculty and staff.

 As an adjunct instructor at Southwest from 2015 to 2025, Joshua taught Beginning and

Intermediate Spanish as well as Academic Success Seminar. He contributed to the design of

the Community Translation and Interpretation Certificate, a competency-based program

aligned with workforce needs. 

Joshua also served for eight years as full-time instructional faculty in Spanish at the

University of Memphis, where he was promoted to Associate Professor of Teaching. He served

as a team leader for Beginning Spanish 2 and Intermediate Spanish 1 and 2, mentored

graduate teaching assistants, and helped align course sequences with ACTFL proficiency

guidelines. He played a central role in the University of Memphis World Language Fair during

his time as Director and Co-Director, helping to sustain and grow the event through in-person

and virtual formats that reached schools across the Midsouth.

In 2023, he co-founded the Multilingual Memphis Regional Network, which began with a

regional conference in 2024 and has since grown into a sustainable professional community.

The network now hosts quarterly Coffee Chats that bring together educators and

organizations serving second-language learners across the region.

A TWLTA member since 2015, Joshua served on the Board from 2019 to 2022 and chaired the

Jacqueline Elliott Award Committee from 2020 to 2022.
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2 0 2 5  T W L T A  H A L L  O F  F A M E  
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  C A R E E R  R E C I P I E N T  

This newsletter was prepared by Katie Wimer and Cécile Lainé

Phillip Easterly is a veteran language educator with over 30 years of

experience teaching French and German at all levels, including Advanced

Placement. He holds a BA in French and German with a minor in history, an

MAT in Secondary Education with a concentration in German and has

completed additional graduate coursework in Germany. A 29-year member

of the Tennessee World Language Teaching Association (TWLTA), Phillip

has served as department chair, board member, and executive board

member. He has led numerous student, administrator, and community

groups abroad and coordinated an exchange program with the Gustav-

Heinemann Gesamtschule in Germany. 

In addition to classroom teaching, he has taught language courses for

local companies and worked as a translator. His curriculum design

emphasizes thematic depth, student voice, and linguistic precision. He is

currently learning Norwegian and hopes to return to Italian studies soon.


