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A word from our President
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Dear World Language Educators,

Please mark your calendars for the TWLTA Regional Mini-

Conferences on February 21st and March 7, 2026, hosted at

Oak Ridge and in Memphis. These one-day events offer a

valuable opportunity for localized professional learning,

meaningful networking, and the exchange of ideas with

colleagues from across the state.

I also strongly encourage you to attend the 61st Annual SCOLT

Conference in Raleigh, North Carolina. This year’s theme, “Take

Flight with Languages!”, celebrates the creativity, innovation,

and collaboration that make our profession so powerful and

far-reaching.

Finally, our collective voice is needed at the state level. The

Tennessee State Board of Education is scheduled to meet on

February 27, 2026, with a likely vote on World Language

graduation requirements. This decision will have lasting

implications for our programs and our students. Now is the

time to engage. Please review the advocacy section of this

newsletter and visit our website for clear, concrete steps you

can take to make an impact.

Kurstin Bush

2025-26 President

A D V O C A C Y

http://www.twlta.org/membershipform.html


2025 Annual Conference Recap

New Horizons in Language Learning: Innovate, Adapt, Thrive.

This past November we gathered at the Hilton West End and Montgomery Bell Academy for
the 57th Annual Conference. From comprehensible classroom to AI in the classroom, it was a
great two days filled with networking, learning, and fun!  

We heard from Donna Tatum-Johns, from the Comprehensible Classroom. We also celebrated
the incredible achievements of our members with Joyce Ward Teacher of the Year, Jacqueline
Elliott Award, and the Distinguished Career Awards. Our keynote speaker, Elena Kamenetzky
reminded us of the important, and sometimes subversive work, we do as World Language
teachers and how necessary it is in our current teaching climate.

 We ended the conference by announcing the approval of the new bylaws and board
members, voted on during the conference. Lastly, to mark the start of a new beginning, our
former president, Abigail Simone passed the torch to Kurstin Bush.

As we take what we learned from the conference and share it with our students and
colleagues, let it be a reminder that we are innovative and adaptable. In modeling those
things, we trive. 2/6



The East TN Mini Conference 
 Saturday, March 7, 2026 
from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
 Oak Ridge High School 

1450 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN
37830

Register HERE
​

The West TN Mini Conference 
Saturday, February 21, 2026 

from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Hutchison School 

1740 Ridgeway Road, Memphis, TN 38119
Register HERE

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
DEADLINE: FEB. 20, 2026

2026 Reginal Mini Conferences 
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  D E A D L I N E :  F E B R U A R Y  2 0
 

J O I N  U S !

SESSION PROPOSAL
DEADLINE: JAN. 30, 2026

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
DEADLINE: FEB. 13, 2026

SESSION PROPOSAL
DEADLINE: JAN. 30, 2026

https://www.twlta.org/twltaeast.html
https://www.twlta.org/twltawest.html


Teacher Spotlight

Through these contacts she was also asked to co-author an Intermediate German textbook
for Wayside publishing which was published this year in 2026. She was honored to receive
the Teacher of the Year award from TWLTA in 2017 and now proudly serve on the executive
board, this year as your president. 
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In memoriam

K U R S T I N  B U S H

Looking back at her 28 years of teaching, Kurstin was blessed
to work with colleagues who demonstrated the kind of
professionalism she aspired to and with students whose joy
and curiosity matched her own. She was lucky after 6 years of
teaching German at Glencliff High School in MNPS to continue
the German program at Hume Fogg Academic Magnet for
another 14 years. She gained extensive knowledge of
language assessment through her work as a reader and later
co-chair of the AP German Culture and Language Exam
committee for the College Board and ETS as well as working
on the National German Exam. 

Dr. Jim Davidheiser served as President of TWLTA in 2003 and
was a beloved professor and colleague at Sewanee. Beyond
campus, he was an incredibly active member of the AATG, the
TWLTA, and tireless promoter of German. His enthusiasm and
joy for German, language learning, and life will be sorely
missed.

Karen Sanderlin Champion, Hamilton High School Alumni
Class of 1967, served as President of TWLTA in 1998 and was
a longtime and valuable member of our organization and an
excellent teacher of both French and Spanish. Always
encouraging, always smiling, always poised, she will be
greatly missed. 



Get your students excited about music and
culture with the Eurovision competition! Using
school appropriate song submissions from the
actual competition, students can rate the
competitors. This is a great opportunity for
students to learn more about the artists,
countries, and cultures represented in the
competition!

Last year, three schools, Carter,  Dobyns-
Bennett and Farragut High Schools, competed
in the competition. Their winner:  “C’est la Vie”
by Claude from the Netherlands! In the actual
competition, “Wasted Love” by JJ from Austria
won. For that reason, Austria will host this
year’s competition. For us, Herr Ryan Linger, is
taking this competition state-wide this year!

For more information, you should attend his
session at the TWLTA East Mini conference on
March 7  at Oak Ridge High School. If you can’t
make it to his session and are interested, email
him at ryan.linger@knoxschools.org!

th

From the classroom
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Mark your
calendars

T W L T A  C O N F E R E N C E

N A S H V I L L E ,  T N

N O V  6 - 7 ,  2 0 2 6

I N F O  H E R E

WE WANT TO FEATURE YOU IN THE ECHO!
Click here to share your stories and/or pictures with us.

S C O L T
R A L E I G H ,  N C  
M A R C H  1 9 - 2 1 ,  2 0 2 6
I N F O  H E R E

A C T F L  
S A N  A N T O N I O ,  T X
N O V  2 0 - 2 2  2 0 2 6
I N F O  H E R E

C I  S U M M I T
C I N C I N N A T I ,  O H  
J U L Y  1 5 - 1 7  2 0 2 6
I N F O  H E R E

M U S I C  A N D  C U L T U R E :  
E U R O V I S I O N

B Y  R Y A N  L I N G E R
F A R R A G U T  H I G H  S C H O O L  

T W L T A  R E G I O N A L  M I N I

W O R K S H O P S

F E B R  2 1  &  M A R  7 ,  2 0 2 6

I N F O  H E R E

http://www.twlta.org/annual-conference.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5hlXphAMeX6CFSzzVprhwoEftHtVjAac_DJqU-5XlVgmGEQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.scolt.org/conferences/
https://www.actfl.org/convention-and-expo
https://cisummit.live/
http://www.twlta.org/annual-conference.html


Advocacy Updates
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TN WL graduation requirements potential policy change 
[updated Jan 11, 2026]

At the November 20, 2025  Tennessee State Board of Education
Workshop, Chairman Eby proposed a significant change to high
school world language graduation requirements. This proposal
deserves our close attention and our collective action.

On Feb 27 2026, the Tennessee State Board of Education is expected
to formally introduce a proposal that would significantly change our
state’s world language graduation requirements. 

Expected Timeline:
Feb 2026- Chairman Eby will propose reducing the world language
graduation requirement at the Feb. 2026 meeting. 
March- April 2026- If it passes on first reading, The SBE will  conduct
a rule making hearing to solicit public feedback. 
May 18-19 2026- The proposed changes would be voted on a second
time
August 2026- Changes would go into effect

If adopted, the proposal would:
Reduce the world language graduation requirement from two credits
to one
Move world language into the elective focus category
Expand waivers for world language credits
Encourage districts to rely more heavily on virtual options

WE NEED OUR COLLECTIVE VOICE  - Engage your students, parents,
and community members. Check out the toolkit on our advocacy
page.

https://www.twlta.org/advocacy.html
https://www.twlta.org/advocacy.html


Stay connected and in the know!
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March 2nd-7th is World Language Week?

Share with us how you are celebrating on our

Social Media!

This newsletter was prepared by Katie Wimer and Cécile Lainé

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

T W L T A  C O N N E C T
Find other Tennessee World Language Teachers

in your area with TWLTA Connect!

SHARE YOUR INFORMATION HERE!

@TWLTA_TNFacebook group: 
TWLTA

N O M I N AT E  A
C O L L E A G U E  F O R
A N  AW A R D  H E R E !

N O M I N AT E  A
C O L L E A G U E  F O R  T H E
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S

H E R E !

https://www.twlta.org/twlta-connect.html

